[11, 12]. The fact that we observed a small drop in the We have previously shown that D-hair receptors depend number of myelinated axons at 5 weeks might indicate on access to both NT-3 and NT-4 for survival. In order to that NT-4 influences the number of sensory axons that determine the time frame during which D-hair afferents become myelinated. As reported previously in the madepend on these two neurotrophins, we used the in ture NT-4 knockout mouse [6], all other types of myelinvitro skin nerve preparation from mouse to obtain a ated mechanoreceptors were present in normal numquantitative estimate of the number of D-hair receptors bers at 7 weeks of age (Table 1) . present in the cutaneous saphenous nerve of very young A similar small loss of myelinated axons was also (2-3 weeks) or mature (5-24 weeks) mice deficient in observed in nerves from 2-3-week-old NT-3 ϩ/Ϫ mice either NT-3 or NT-4. To our surprise, we found that ( Figure 1B) ; some of this axon loss might have included the previously observed early physiological loss of 3 Correspondence: glewin@mdc-berlin.de D-hair receptors. However, it is also possible that some 1 These authors contributed equally to this work.
Among A␤ fibers, the proportion of slowly and rapidly adapting mechanoreceptors (SAM and RAM) was also measured. The table summarizes this data from all the groups measured. No significant differences were observed in the proportion of RAM and SAM in any of the genotypes examined at the various ages. Interestingly, this data indicates that a substantial loss of SAM had not yet taken place in young (2-3-week-old) NT-3 ϩ/Ϫ mice, as has been described in the adult [5] . This was perhaps not so surprising because the morphological equivalent of SAM, the Merkel cell neurite complex, was previously shown to still be in the progress of degeneration when the mice were 2 weeks of age [5] . 
